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(57) ABSTRACT

Techniques for performing noise cancellation/attenuation are
disclosed. In one design, an apparatus includes a power sup-
ply generator having a switcher, a coupling circuit, an enve-
lope amplifier, and a feedback circuit. The switcher generates
DC and low frequency components and the envelope ampli-
fier generates high frequency components of a supply voltage
foraload, e.g., a power amplifier. The switcher receives a first
supply voltage and provides a switcher output signal having
switcher noise. The coupling circuit receives the switcher
output signal and provides a first output signal having a first
version of the switcher noise. The feedback circuit receives
the switcher output signal and provides a feedback signal.
The envelope amplifier receives an envelope signal and the
feedback signal and provides a second output signal having a
second version of the switcher noise, which is used to attenu-
ate the first version of the switcher noise at the load.

26 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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( Start ) 900

v 912 =

Apply a first input signal comprising noise
to a first circuit to obtain a first output
signal comprising a first version of the noise

v 914

Apply the first input signal to a feedback
circuit to obtain a feedback signal

v 916

Apply a second input signal and the
feedback signal to a second circuit to
obtain a second output signal comprising
a second version of the noise used to
attenuate the first version of the noise

v 918

Provide the first and second
output signals to a load, the second
version of the noise attenuating the
first version of the noise at the load
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1
POWER SUPPLY GENERATOR WITH NOISE
CANCELLATION

CLAIM OF PRIORITY UNDER 35 U.S.C. §119

The present application for patent claims priority to Provi-
sional Application No. 61/500,583, entitled “NOISE CAN-
CELLATION CIRCUIT FOR A COMBINED LINEAR
AND SWITCHED POWER SUPPLY” filed Jun. 23, 2011,
and assigned to the assignee hereof and hereby expressly
incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present disclosure relates generally to electronics, and
more specifically to techniques for reducing noise in a power
supply generator and other circuits.

II. Background

In a communication system, a transmitter may process
(e.g., encode and modulate) data to generate output samples.
The transmitter may further condition (e.g., convert to analog,
filter, frequency upconvert, and amplify) the output samples
to generate an output radio frequency (RF) signal. The trans-
mitter may then transmit the output RF signal via a commu-
nication channel to a receiver. The receiver may receive the
transmitted RF signal and perform the complementary pro-
cessing on the received RF signal to recover the transmitted
data.

The transmitter typically includes a power amplifier (PA)
to provide the required transmit power for the output RF
signal. The power amplifier should be able to provide high
transmit power whenever needed and should have high
power-added efficiency (PAE) in order to reduce power con-
sumption. A power supply generator may generate a supply
voltage for the power amplifier. The power supply generator
should efficiently generate the supply voltage with as little
noise as possible, even with a low battery voltage.

SUMMARY

Techniques for performing noise cancellation/attenuation
are described herein. The techniques may be used for various
applications, such as for efficiently generating a supply volt-
age having less noise.

In one design, an apparatus may include a power supply
generator comprising a switcher, a coupling circuit, an enve-
lope amplifier, and a feedback circuit. The switcher may
efficiently generate direct current (DC) and low frequency
components of a supply voltage for a load (e.g., a power
amplifier). The envelope amplifier may generate high fre-
quency components of the supply voltage for the load and
may be enabled only when needed. The switcher may receive
a first supply voltage (e.g., a battery voltage) and provide a
switcher output signal comprising switcher noise. The cou-
pling circuit (e.g., an inductor) may receive the switcher
output signal and provide a first output signal to the load. The
first output signal may comprise a first version of the switcher
noise. The feedback circuit may receive the switcher output
signal and provide a feedback signal. The envelope amplifier
may receive an envelope signal and the feedback signal and
may provide a second output signal to the load. The second
output signal may comprise a second version of the switcher
noise used to attenuate or cancel the first version of the
switcher noise at the load.

In another design, an apparatus may include a first circuit,
a second circuit, and a feedback circuit. The first circuit may
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2

receive a first input signal comprising noise and provide a first
output signal comprising a first version of the noise. The
feedback circuit may also receive the first input signal and
provide a feedback signal. The second circuit may receive a
second input signal and the feedback signal and provide a
second output signal comprising a second version of the
noise, which may be used to attenuate the first version of the
noise.

Various aspects and features of the disclosure are described
in further detail below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a wireless device.

FIGS. 2A and 2B show different ways of powering a power
amplifier.

FIG. 3 shows a schematic diagram of a power supply
generator.

FIG. 4 shows an equivalent circuit for the power supply
generator in FIG. 3.

FIGS. 5A and 5B show linear models of a power supply
generator without noise cancellation and a power supply gen-
erator with noise cancellation, respectively.

FIG. 6 shows waveforms of various signals in the power
supply generator in FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 shows a schematic diagram of a power supply
generator with noise cancellation.

FIGS. 8A, 8B and 8C show three designs of the power
supply generator with noise cancellation in FIG. 7.

FIG. 9 shows a process for performing noise cancellation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The detailed description set forth below is intended as a
description of exemplary designs of the present disclosure
and is not intended to represent the only designs in which the
present disclosure can be practiced. The term “exemplary” is
used herein to mean “serving as an example, instance, or
illustration.” Any design described herein as “exemplary” is
not necessarily to be construed as preferred or advantageous
over other designs. The detailed description includes specific
details for the purpose of providing a thorough understanding
of'the exemplary designs of the present disclosure. It will be
apparent to those skilled in the art that the exemplary designs
described herein may be practiced without these specific
details. In some instances, well-known structures and devices
are shown in block diagram form in order to avoid obscuring
the novelty of the exemplary designs presented herein.

Techniques for canceling/attenuating noise are described
herein. The techniques may be used for various types of
circuit such as a power supply generator. The techniques may
also be used for various electronic devices such as wireless
devices (e.g., cellular phones, smart phones, wireless
modems, etc.) tablets, personal digital assistants (PDAs),
handheld devices, laptop computers, smartbooks, netbooks,
cordless phones, wireless local loop (WLL) stations, Blue-
tooth devices, consumer electronic devices, etc. For clarity,
the use of the techniques to generate a supply voltage for a
power amplifier in a wireless device is described below.

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a design of a wireless
device 100, which may support communication with a Code
Division Multiple Access (CDMA) 1X system, a Wideband
CDMA (WCDMA) system, a Global System for Mobile
Communications (GSM) system, a Long Term Evolution
(LTE) system, a wireless local area network (WLAN) system,
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etc. For clarity, only a transmitter portion of wireless device
100 is shown in FIG. 1, and a receiver portion is not shown in
FIG. 1.

Within wireless device 100, a data processor 110 may
receive data to be transmitted, process (e.g., encode, inter-
leave, and symbol map) the data, and provide data symbols.
Data processor 110 may also process pilot and provide pilot
symbols. A modulator 112 may receive the data and pilot
symbols from data processor 110, perform quadrature modu-
lation, polar modulation, or some other type of modulation,
and provide output samples. Modulator 112 may also deter-
mine the envelope of the output samples, e.g., by computing
the magnitude of each output sample and averaging the mag-
nitude across output samples. Modulator 112 may provide an
envelope signal indicative of the envelope of the output
samples.

An RF transmitter 120 may process (e.g., convert to ana-
log, amplify, filter, and frequency upconvert) the output
samples from modulator 112 and provide an input RF signal
(RFin). A power amplifier (PA) 130 may amplify the input RF
signal to obtain the desired output power level and provide an
output RF signal (RFout), which may be transmitted via an
antenna (not shown in FIG. 1). RF transmitter 120 may also
include circuits to generate the envelope signal, instead of
using modulator 112 to generate the envelope signal.

A power supply generator 150 may receive the envelope
signal from modulator 112 and may generate a power supply
signal or supply voltage (V) for power amplifier 130.
Power supply generator 150 may also be referred to as an
envelope tracker. In the design shown in FIG. 1, power supply
generator 150 includes a switcher 160, an envelope amplifier
(Env Amp) 170, and an inductor 162. Switcher 160 may also
be referred to as a switching-mode power supply (SMPS), a
switching power supply, etc. Switcher 160 receives a first
supply voltage (V ;) and provides a first supply current (I,)
comprising DC and low frequency components to power
amplifier 130. Inductor 162 stores current from switcher 160
and provides the stored current to node X on alternating
cycles. Envelope amplifier 170 receives the envelope signal
(V) at its signal input, receives a second supply voltage
(Vppo) at its power supply input, and provides a second
supply current (I,) comprising high frequency components to
power amplifier 130. The supply current (I, ) provided to
power amplifier 130 includes the I, current from switcher 160
and the I, current from envelope amplifier 170. Envelope
amplifier 170 also provides the V, ,,, voltage at node X for
power amplifier 130.

Inonedesign, V5, andV,,, may be the same voltage and
may both be equal to a battery voltage, or an external power
supply voltage, or some other voltage. In another design,
V ppp may be different from V , ,, for example, V ,,, may be
a higher voltage than V,,,. V55, and V, may each be a
fixed voltage or a configurable/variable voltage.

A controller 140 may control the operation of various units
within wireless device 100. A memory 142 may store pro-
gram codes and data for controller 140 and/or other units
within wireless device 100. Data processor 110, modulator
112, controller 140, and memory 142 may be implemented on
one or more application specific integrated circuits (ASICs)
and/or other ICs.

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary design of wireless device 100.
Wireless device 100 may also be implemented in other man-
ners and may include different circuits than those shown in
FIG. 1. All or a portion of RF transmitter 120, power amplifier
130, and power supply generator 150 may be implemented on
one or more analog integrated circuits (ICs), RF ICs (RFICs),
mixed-signal ICs, etc.
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It may be desirable to operate wireless device 100 with a
low battery voltage in order to reduce power consumption,
extend battery life, and/or obtain other advantages. New bat-
tery technology may be able to provide energy down to 2.5
volts (V) and below. However, a power amplifier may need to
operate with a PA supply voltage (e.g., 3.2V) that is higher
than the battery voltage. A boost converter may be used to
boost the battery voltage to generate the higher PA supply
voltage. However, the use of the boost converter to directly
supply the PA supply voltage may increase cost and power
consumption, both of which are undesirable.

FIG. 2A shows a diagram of generating a PA supply volt-
age (V;4p) for power amplifier 210 with an average power
tracker (APT) 220. APT 220 receives a power control signal
indicating the largest amplitude of the envelope of the RFout
signal in each time interval. APT 220 generates the PA supply
voltage (which is shown by a plot 270) for power amplifier
210 based on the power control signal. The difference
between the PA supply voltage and the envelope of the RFout
signal represents wasted power. APT 220 can reduce wasted
power since it can generate the PA supply voltage to track the
largest amplitude of the envelope in each time interval.

FIG. 2B shows a diagram of generating a PA supply voltage
for power amplifier 210 with an envelope tracker 230. Enve-
lope tracker 230 receives an envelope signal indicative of the
envelope of the RFout signal and generates the PA supply
voltage (which is shown by a plot 280) for power amplifier
210 based on the envelope signal. The PA supply voltage
closely tracks the envelope of the RFout signal over time.
Hence, the difference between the PA supply voltage and the
envelope of the RFout signal is small, which results in less
wasted power. The power amplifier may be operated in satu-
ration for all envelope amplitudes in order to maximize PA
efficiency.

Power supply generator 150 in FIG. 1 can implement enve-
lope tracker 230 in FIG. 2B with high efficiency. This is
achieved by a combination of (i) an efficient switcher 160 to
generate a first supply current I, comprising DC and low
frequency components and (ii) a linear envelope amplifier
170 to generate a second supply current I, comprising high
frequency components.

FIG. 3 shows a schematic diagram of a design of switcher
160 and envelope amplifier 170 within power supply genera-
tor 150 in FIG. 1. Within envelope amplifier 170, an opera-
tional amplifier (op-amp) 310 has its non-inverting input
receiving the envelope signal, its inverting input coupled to an
output of envelope amplifier 170 (which is node E), and its
output coupled to an input of a class AB driver 312. Driver
312 has its first output (D1) coupled to the gate of a P-channel
metal oxide semiconductor (PMOS) transistor 314 and its
second output (D2) coupled to the gate of an N-channel MOS
(NMOS) transistor 316. NMOS transistor 316 has its drain
coupled to node E and its source coupled to circuit ground.
PMOS transistor 314 has its drain coupled to node E and its
source receiving the V,,, voltage. Envelope amplifier 170 is
connected as a unity-gain feedback amplifier, with the output
being connected to the inverting input.

Within switcher 160, a switcher controller 332 receives an
input indicative of the I, current from envelope amplifier 170
and generates S1 and S2 control signals. A PMOS transistor
334 has its source receiving the V,,, voltage, its drain
coupled to node Y, and its gate receiving the S1 control. An
NMOS transistor 336 has its drain coupled to node Y, its
source coupled to circuit ground, and its gate receiving the S2
control. Inductor 162 is coupled between node X and node Y.
A load 164 represents power amplifier 130 in FIG. 1 and is
modeled with a resistor coupled to node X.
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Switcher 160 operates as follows. Switcher 160 is in an On
state when a high output current from envelope amplifier 170
is sensed. Controller 332 then provides a low voltage to the
gate of PMOS transistor 334 and a low voltage to the gate of
NMOS transistor 336. PMOS transistor 334 is turned on and
couples the V,,, voltage to inductor 162, which stores
energy from the V,,,,; voltage. The current through inductor
162 rises during the On state, with the rate of the rise being
dependent on (i) the difference between the V,,; voltage and
the V; ,,» voltage at node X and (ii) the inductance of induc-
tor 162. Conversely, switcher 160 is in an Off state when a low
output current from envelope amplifier 170 is sensed. Con-
troller 332 then provides a high voltage to the gate of PMOS
transistor 334 and a high voltage to the gate of NMOS tran-
sistor 336. NMOS transistor 336 is turned on, and inductor
162 is coupled between node X and circuit ground. The cur-
rent through inductor 162 falls during the Off state, with the
rate of the fall being dependent on the V, , ,, voltage at node
X and the inductance of inductor 162. The V ,,, voltage thus
provides current to load 164 via inductor 162 during the On
state, and inductor 162 provides its stored energy to load 164
during the Off state.

Envelope amplifier 170 operates as follows. When the
envelope signal increases, the output of op-amp 310
increases, the D1 output of driver 312 decreases and the D2
output of driver 312 decreases until NMOS transistor 316 is
almost turned off, and the output of envelope amplifier 170
increases. The converse is true when the envelope signal
decreases. The negative feedback from the output of envelope
amplifier 170 to the inverting input of op-amp 310 results in
envelope amplifier 170 having unity gain. Hence, the output
of'envelope amplifier 170 follows the envelope signal, and the
V; 0up Voltage is approximately equal to the envelope signal.
Driver 312 may be implemented with a class AB amplifier in
order to improve efficiency, so that a large output current can
be supplied even though the bias current in MOS transistors
314 and 316 is very low.

FIG. 3 shows an exemplary design of switcher 160 and
envelope amplifier 170. Switcher 160 and envelope amplifier
170 may also be implemented in other manners. For example,
envelope amplifier 170 may be implemented as described in
U.S. Pat. No. 6,300,826, entitled “Apparatus and Method for
Efficiently Amplifying Wideband Envelope Signals,” issued
Oct. 9, 2001.

Power supply generator 150 can efficiently generate the
V;oup Voltage with a combination of switcher 160 and enve-
lope amplifier 170. Switcher 160 has high efficiency and
delivers a majority of the supply current for power amplifier
130. Envelope amplifier 170 operates as a linear stage and has
relatively high bandwidth (e.g., in the MHz range). Switcher
160 operates to reduce the output current from envelope
amplifier 170, which improves overall efficiency.

Switcher 160 can efficiently generate DC and low fre-
quency components of the V; ,, , voltage for power amplifier
130. This is achieved by continually switching node Y
between the V,,; voltage and circuit ground via MOS tran-
sistors 334 and 336. This continual switching results in the
Vg signal at node Y including a large amount of switcher
noise. The switcher noise may be filtered by inductor 162 but
may still be present at node X. Envelope amplifier 170 can
more fully attenuate the switcher noise at node X (to a low
level or possibly zero) if it has sufficient loop gain. However,
the loop gain of envelope amplifier 170 is limited, and the
switcher noise may not be properly attenuated. In this case,
the switcher noise would be passed to power amplifier 130
and would then modulate power amplifier 130 and generate
spurious emissions. The spurious emissions may fall within a
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receive band or an alternate channel. The resultant receive
band noise may (i) degrade the performance of a receiver that
is co-located with the transmitter in a full-duplex radio and/or
(ii) violate out-of-band emission mask requirements.

In an aspect, switcher noise may be attenuated by applying
the V- signal (which contains the switcher noise) to enve-
lope amplifier 170 via a feedback circuit. The feedback circuit
may have a transfer function defined such that the switcher
noise can be attenuated at node X even when the envelope
amplifier is non-ideal.

FIG. 4 shows an equivalent circuit 400 for power supply
generator 150 in FIG. 3. In equivalent circuit 400, inductor
162 has an inductance of L, and load 164 has a resistance of
R. Furthermore, envelope amplifier 170 is modeled with a
current source 470 having a frequency-dependent transcon-
ductance of G(s), which may be expressed as:

Eq (1)

where g,, is a small-signal transconductance of current source
470,

®,, is the bandwidth of current source 470, and
S=jo.

As shown in equation (1), the transconductance G(s) may
be modeled with a lowpass filter having a bandwidth of w,
and a DC gain of g,,. Current source 470 provides the 1,
current, which may be expressed as:

L=VenrV004p)*G(s) Eq(2)

FIG. 5A shows a linear model 500 of a power supply
generator without noise cancellation. The Vi, signal is pro-
vided to a block 510 having a first transfer function of H, for
the coupling circuit between switcher 160 and load 164. The
Venp signal is provided to a block 520 having a second
transfer function of H, for envelope amplifier 170. A summer
522 receives and sums the outputs of blocks 510 and 520 and
providestheV, ,,, voltage. TheV; signal includes switcher
noise, which is processed by the H, transfer function and
passed to the V, ,, , voltage.

FIG. 5B shows a linear model 502 of a power supply
generator with noise cancellation. The V i;;-signal is provided
to block 510 having the first transfer function of H, and is also
provided to a block 530 having a third transfer function of H;.
A summer 532 receives and subtracts the output of block 530
from the V,,-signal. The output of summer 532 is provided
to block 520 having the second transfer function of H,. Sum-
mer 522 receives and sums the outputs of blocks 510 and 520
and provides the V,,, voltage. The V. signal includes
switcher noise, which is processed by the H, transfer function
and provided to summer 522. The Vg, signal is also pro-
cessed by the H; and H, transfer functions and provided to
summer 522.

The H; transfer function may be selected such that the
switcher noise provided by block 520 approximately matches
(and thus attenuates) the switcher noise provided by block
510. In particular, the H; transfer function may be defined so

that V; o, n/Vs5=0.
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The H, and H, transfer functions for equivalent circuit 500
in FIG. 5A as well as the H; transfer function that can attenu-
ate the switcher noise may be expressed as:

o R- (w0 +5) Eq (3)
' G L¥R+RgnsLiwo+s R+s2-L’

e ResLign wo Eq (4)
2T G LYR+R gns-L)wo+s R+s2-L’

and

n
H, = wots Eq 5
Wy gm S L

The H; transfer function in equation (5) is applicable for
the H, transfer function in equation (3) and the H, transfer
function in equation (4). The H, and H, transfer functions in
equations (3) are (4) are applicable for the equivalent circuit
shown in FIG. 4. In general, the H, transfer function may be
dependent on the design of envelope amplifier 170, and the H,
transfer function may be dependent on the coupling circuit
connected between the output of switcher 160 and node X.
The H; transfer function may be dependent on the H, and H,
transfer functions. The H,, H, and H; transfer functions may
be determined based on computer simulation, mathematical
derivation, empirical measurements, etc. In one design, the
H,, H, and H; transfer functions may be determined based on
Matlab, which is a computer simulation tool that is commer-
cially available.

The H; transfer function may be rewritten as follows:

wWo +5 Eq (6)
Hy= ————
00 gm-S-L
11 1
S gl oggn:l
integrating constant
term term
1 1 R
TS5 gn Ll w, L’

integrating

constant
term term

where w,, is a unity gain bandwidth of envelope amplifier 170
in FIG. 3 and may be given as w,=w,"g,,'R.

As shown in equation (6), the H, transfer function may be
decomposed into an integrating term and a constant term. The
integrating term (or the first term) has a single pole at DC and
afrequency response that rolls off at a rate of 20 decibels (dB)
per decade. The constant term (or the second term) has a
response that is constant across frequency. The H; transfer
function thus has (i) a high gain at low frequency due to the
integrating term and (ii) a fixed gain at high frequency due to
the constant term.

Envelope amplifier 170 has a limited DC gain and a limited
bandwidth, both of which are dependent on the design of
envelope amplifier 170. The limited DC gain and limited
bandwidth result in the switcher noise being passed to the
V;oup Voltage.

FIG. 6 shows waveforms of various signals in power sup-
ply generator 150 in FIG. 3. The Vg signal has a waveform
612 and includes the switcher noise, which is represented by
a square wave in waveform 612. For simplicity, the V-
signal is assumed to include only a DC voltage. The V, .,
voltage has a waveform 614 and includes supply noise due to
the switcher noise. The supply noise includes two compo-
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nents—a triangle component and a square component. The
triangle component of the supply noise is due to the limited
DC gain of envelope amplifier 170 and has a waveform 616.
The square component of the supply noise is due to the
limited bandwidth of envelope amplifier 170 and has a wave-
form 618. Waveform 614 is obtained by superimposing wave-
forms 616 and 618.

It can be shown that the integrating term in equation (6) can
account for the effects of the limited DC gain of envelope
amplifier 170. It can also be shown that the constant term in
equation (6) can account for the effects of the limited band-
width of envelope amplifier 170.

Computer simulation was performed to study the effects of
limited DC gain and limited bandwidth of envelope amplifier
170 on noise in a receive band for power supply generator 150
in FIG. 3 without noise cancellation. In particular, noise in the
receive band due to switcher noise modulating power ampli-
fier 130 was measured for different DC gains and different
bandwidths of envelope amplifier 170. The simulations show
that the limited DC gain of envelope amplifier 170 has less
effect on noise in the receive band, and that a DC gain of about
few tens of dB may be sufficient for envelope amplifier 170.
The simulations also show that the limited unity gain band-
width (UGBW) of envelope amplifier 170 has more effects on
noise in the receive band. The simulations indicate that a very
high unity gain bandwidth is needed for envelope amplifier
170 in order to reduce the noise in the receive band below a
target level. However, it may be difficult to obtain a sufficient
unity gain bandwidth for envelope amplifier 170, especially if
envelope amplifier 170 is fabricated using standard comple-
mentary metal oxide semiconductor (CMOS) process.

Noise cancellation/attenuation may be performed in vari-
ous manners. In one design, both limited DC gain and limited
bandwidth of envelope amplifier 170 may be addressed by
implementing a feedback circuit with both the integrating
term and the constant term in equation (6). This design may
address both (i) the triangle component of the supply noise
corresponding to waveform 616 in FIG. 6 and (ii) the square
component of the supply noise corresponding to waveform
618 in FIG. 6. This design may provide better performance
(e.g., less noise in the receive band). In another design, only
the limited bandwidth of envelope amplifier 170 may be
addressed by implementing a feedback circuit with only the
constant term in equation (6). The effects due to the limited
DC gain of envelope amplifier 170 may be ignored. This
design may address the square component of the supply noise
corresponding to waveform 618 in FIG. 6. This design may
simplify implementation of noise cancellation.

FIG. 7 shows a schematic diagram of a power supply
generator 750 with noise cancellation. Power supply genera-
tor 750 includes a switcher 760, an envelope amplifier 770,
and an inductor 762, which correspond to and are coupled in
similar manner as switcher 160, envelope amplifier 170, and
inductor 162 in power supply generator 150 in FIG. 3. Power
supply generator 750 further includes a feedback circuit 780
and a summer 784. Feedback circuit 780 receives the Vg,
signal from switcher 760 and provides a feedback signal
(V z5) to summer 784. Summer 784 receives and subtracts the
V g5 signal from the V ;-signal and provides its output to the
non-inverting input of envelope amplifier 770. Summer 784
may be implemented with a circuit that can sum two voltage
or current signals, or a summing node that can sum two
current signals, etc. Envelope amplifier 770 is connected as a
unity gain amplifier and has its output coupled to its inverting
input. Envelope amplifier 770 provides the V, ,,,, voltage to
aload 764, which may represent power amplifier 130 in FIG.
1.
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In one design, feedback circuit 780 implements only the
constant term in equation (6). In this design, feedback circuit
780 can address the limited bandwidth of envelope amplifier
770 and can attenuate the square component of the PA supply
noise, which is shown by waveform 618 in FIG. 6. In another
design, feedback circuit 780 implements both the integrating
term and the constant term in equation (6). In this design,
feedback circuit 780 can address both the limited DC gain and
the limited bandwidth of envelope amplifier 770 and can
attenuate both the triangle component and the square compo-
nent of the PA supply noise, which are shown by waveforms
616 and 618 in FIG. 6.

FIG. 8A shows a schematic diagram of a power supply
generator 750x with noise cancellation, which is one design
of power supply generator 750 in FIG. 7. Power supply gen-
erator 750x includes an envelope amplifier 770x and a 1-bit
digital-to-analog converter (DAC) 782, which are one design
of envelope amplifier 770 and feedback circuit 780, respec-
tively, in FIG. 7. DAC 782 receives the Vg, signal from
switcher 760 and provides the feedback signal. The feedback
signal is equal to (i) a positive reference voltage (V zz-) when
the V- signal is at a high level or (ii) a negative reference
voltage (—V ) when the V. signal is at a low level. The
V rer Voltage may be defined as follows:

R Eq (7)
Wy L

VrEF =

In the design shown in FIG. 8A, the feedback signal has a
waveform that is similar to the waveform of the Vg, signal.
The desired amplitude of the square wave in the feedback
signal can be obtained with the proper V. voltage, which
may be defined as shown in equation (7).

In the design shown in FIG. 8A, envelope amplifier 770x
includes an op-amp 710 and an inverting (Inv) output stage
740. Within op-amp 710, NMOS transistors 722 and 724 have
their sources coupled together and their gates coupled to an
inverting input and a non-inverting input of op-amp 710. A
current source 720 is coupled between the sources of NMOS
transistors 722 and 724 and circuit ground. PMOS transistors
726 and 728 have their sources coupled to the V,,, voltage
and their gates coupled together. PMOS transistor 726 has its
drain coupled to its gate and further to the drain of NMOS
transistor 722 at node U. PMOS transistor 728 has its drain
coupled to the drain of NMOS ftransistor 724 at node V.
NMOS transistors 722 and 724 are coupled as a differential
pair. PMOS transistors 726 and 728 form an active load for
NMOS transistors 722 and 724. Output stage 740 has its input
coupledtonodeV and its output providing the V; ,, , , voltage.
Output stage 740 may be implemented with class AB driver
312 and MOS transistors 314 to 320 in FIG. 3.

FIG. 8B shows a schematic diagram of a power supply
generator 750y with noise cancellation, which is another
design of power supply generator 750 in FIG. 7. Power supply
generator 750y includes an envelope amplifier 770y that effi-
ciently implements both envelope amplifier 770x and 1-bit
DAC 782 in FIG. 8A.

Envelope amplifier 770y includes an op-amp 712 with a
built-in 1-bit DAC. Op-amp 712 includes current source 720
and MOS transistors 722 to 728, which are coupled as
described above for FIG. 8A. Op-amp 712 further includes a
current source 718 having a first end coupled to node U and a
second end coupled to node V. Current source 718 operates as
a 1-bit current steering DAC and receives the V- signal as a
control signal. Current source 718 provides (i) a positive
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reference current (I ) when the V- signal is at a high level
or (i) a negative reference current (-I,.-) when the Vg,
signal is at a low level. The I current may be defined as
follows:

&m1 - R Eq (8)

Iger =
wy L’

where g, is the transconductance of the differential pair
composed of NMOS transistors 722 and 724.

In the design shown in FIG. 8B, the feedback signal is
provided by current source 718 and is conveniently summed
at node U and node V. The desired amplitude of the square
wave in the feedback signal can be obtained with the proper
1z g current, which may be defined as shown in equation (8).

FIG. 8C shows a schematic diagram of a power supply
generator 750z with noise cancellation, which is yet another
design of power supply generator 750 in FIG. 7. Power supply
generator 750z includes an envelope amplifier 770z, which is
one design of envelope amplifier 770y in FIG. 8B.

Envelope amplifier 770z includes an op-amp 714 with a
built-in 1-bit DAC 716. Op-amp 714 includes current source
720 and MOS transistors 722 to 728, which are coupled as
described above for FIG. 8A. Op-amp 714 further includes
1-bit current steering DAC 716 that is implemented with a
current source 730, NMOS transistors 732 and 734, an
inverter 736, and a buffer 738. NMOS transistors 732 and 734
have their sources coupled together and their drains coupled
to node U and node V, respectively. Current source 730 is
coupled between the sources of NMOS transistors 732 and
734 and circuit ground. Inverter 736 has its input receiving the
Vg signal and its output coupled to the gate of NMOS
transistor 732. Buffer 738 has its input receiving the Vg,
signal and its output coupled to the gate of NMOS transistor
734.

DAC 716 operates as follows. When the V- signal is at a
high level, NMOS transistor 734 is turned on via buffer 738,
and NMOS transistor 732 is turned off via inverter 736. Cur-
rent source 730 then sinks a current of I, from node V.
Conversely, when the V. signal is at a low level, NMOS
transistor 732 is turned on via inverter 736, and NMOS tran-
sistor 734 is turned off via buffer 738. Current source 730 then
sinks a current of I, . from node U. The I .. current may be
defined as shown in equation (8).

FIGS. 8A, 8B and 8C show three exemplary designs of
implementing a feedback circuit having a transfer function
comprising only the constant term in equation (6). A feedback
circuit for a constant term may also be implemented in other
manners. A feedback circuit may also have a transfer function
comprising other terms instead of; or in addition to, the con-
stant term.

The noise cancellation techniques described herein may
provide various advantages. First, the techniques may reduce
the amount of noise in a receive band, which may improve
performance. The techniques can solve a difficult problem of
receive band noise in a full-duplex radio using envelope
tracking Second, the techniques may allow for use of an
envelope amplifier having a smaller bandwidth, which may
reduce power consumption. Third, the techniques may allow
for use of a smaller inductor at the output of a switcher, which
may reduce size and/or cost. Fourth, the feedback circuit is
simple and can be easily implemented in a power supply
generator.
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The noise cancellation techniques described herein may be
used to attenuate switcher noise from a switcher in a power
supply generator, as described above. The techniques may
also be used to attenuate noise from other circuits or systems.
In general, a signal containing noise may be provided to a
feedback circuit (e.g., block 530 in FIG. 5B or feedback
circuit 780 in FIG. 7) having a transfer function selected to
attenuate the noise.

In an exemplary design, an apparatus (e.g., a wireless
device, an IC, a circuit board, etc.) may include a first circuit,
a second circuit, and a feedback circuit. The first circuit (e.g.,
block 510 in FIG. 5B) may receive a first input signal com-
prising noise and provide a first output signal comprising a
first version of the noise. The feedback circuit (e.g., block 530
in FIG. 5B) may also receive the first input signal and provide
a feedback signal. The second circuit (e.g., block 520 in FIG.
5B) may receive a second input signal and the feedback signal
and provide a second output signal comprising a second ver-
sion of the noise, which may be used to attenuate the first
version of the noise.

In one design, the first input signal may have a waveform
similar to waveform 612 in FIG. 6, and the first version of the
noise may have a waveform similar to waveform 614 in FIG.
6. The second version of the noise may have a waveform that
is complementary to (e.g., inverted with respect to) waveform
614 in FIG. 6. The input signals and output signals may also
have other waveforms.

In one design, the first circuit may comprise an inductor
(e.g., inductor 762 in FIG. 7) coupled to a switcher. The first
input signal may comprise switcher noise from the switcher.
In one design, the second circuit may comprise an amplifier
(e.g., envelope amplifier 770 in FIG. 7), which may be
coupled as a unity gain amplifier. In one design, the feedback
circuit may comprise a DAC (e.g., DAC782 in F1G. 8A). The
first circuit, second circuit, and/or feedback circuit may also
comprise other circuits.

In one design, a first summer (e.g., summer 532 in F1G. 5B)
may subtract the feedback signal from the second input signal
and provide a third input signal to the second circuit. The
second circuit may receive the third input signal and provide
the second output signal. In one design, a second summer
(e.g., summer 522 in FIG. 5B) may sum the first and second
output signals and provide a third output signal to a load. The
second version of the noise may attenuate the first version of
the noise at the load. The first summer may be part of the
second circuit and/or may be implemented with one or more
summing nodes (e.g., nodes U and V in FIG. 8C). The second
summer may also be implemented with a summing node (e.g.,
node X in FIG. 7) and/or other circuits.

In one design, the first circuit has a first transfer function,
and the second circuit has a second transfer function. The
feedback circuit has a third transfer function that is deter-
mined based on the first and second transfer functions. In one
design, the feedback circuit implements a transfer function
comprising a constant term and/or an integrating term. For
example, the feedback circuit may implement a transfer func-
tion comprising only a constant term and may have a gain that
is determined based on a unity gain bandwidth of the ampli-
fier (which corresponds to w,, in equations (6) and (7)), an
inductance of the inductor (which corresponds to L. in equa-
tions (6) and (7)), an impedance of the load (which corre-
sponds to R in equations (6) and (7)), and/or other parameters.

In another exemplary design, an apparatus (e.g., a wireless
device, an IC, a circuit board, etc.) may include a switcher, a
coupling circuit, an envelope amplifier, and a feedback cir-
cuit. The switcher (e.g., switcher 760 in FIG. 7) may provide
a switcher output signal comprising switcher noise. The cou-
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pling circuit (e.g., inductor 762 in FIG. 7) may receive the
switcher output signal and provide a first output signal to a
load. The first output signal may comprise a first version of
the switcher noise. The feedback circuit (e.g., feedback cir-
cuit 780 in FIG. 7) may also receive the switcher output signal
and provide a feedback signal. The envelope amplifier (e.g.,
envelope amplifier 770 in FIG. 7) may receive an envelope
signal and the feedback signal and may provide a second
output signal to the load. The second output signal may com-
prise a second version of the switcher noise used to attenuate
the first version of the switcher noise at the load. In one
design, the first output signal may comprise DC and low
frequency components of a supply voltage for the load, and
the second output signal may comprise higher frequency
components of the supply voltage for the load.

In one design, the feedback circuit may comprise a DAC
(e.g., DAC 782 in FIG. 8A). In one design, the DAC may
comprise a steering current source (e.g., current source 718 in
FIG. 8B or current source 716 in FIG. 8C), which may reside
within the envelope amplifier. In one design, the load may
comprise a power amplifier configured to receive and amplify
an input RF signal and provide an output RF signal. The
envelope signal may be determined based on an envelope of
the input RF signal.

FIG. 9 shows a design of a process 900 for performing
noise cancellation. A first input signal comprising noise may
be applied to a first circuit to obtain a first output signal
comprising a first version of the noise (block 912). The first
input signal may also be applied to a feedback circuit to obtain
a feedback signal (block 914). A second input signal and the
feedback signal may be applied to a second circuit to obtain a
second output signal comprising a second version of the
noise, which may be used to attenuate the first version of the
noise (block 916). The first and second output signals may be
provided to a load, and the second version of the noise may
attenuate the first version of the noise at the load (block 918).

In one design, the first input signal may be generated with
a switcher and may comprise switcher noise from the
switcher. In one design of block 912, the first input signal may
be passed through the first circuit comprising an inductor to
obtain the first output signal. In one design of block 914, the
first input signal may be provided to the feedback circuit
comprising a DAC to obtain the feedback signal. In one
design of block 916, the second input signal and the feedback
signal may be amplified with the second circuit comprising an
amplifier to obtain the second output signal. The first and
second input signals may also be processed in other manners.

In one design, the first circuit may have a first transfer
function, and the second circuit may have a second transfer
function. The feedback circuit may have a third transfer func-
tion that is determined based on the first and second transfer
functions. The first version of the noise may be generated by
applying the first input signal to the first circuit having the first
transfer function (e.g., applying the V- signal to block 510
having the H, transfer function in FIG. 5B). The first input
signal may also be applied to a series combination of the
feedback circuit having the third transfer function and the
second circuit having the second transfer function (e.g., the
V sy-signal may be applied to the series combination of block
530 having the H; transfer function and block 520 having the
H, transfer function in FIG. SB) to generate the second ver-
sion of the noise used to attenuate the first version of the noise.

Those of skill in the art would understand that information
and signals may be represented using any of a variety of
different technologies and techniques. For example, data,
instructions, commands, information, signals, bits, symbols,
and chips that may be referenced throughout the above
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description may be represented by voltages, currents, elec-
tromagnetic waves, magnetic fields or particles, optical fields
or particles, or any combination thereof.

Those of skill would further appreciate that the various
illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits, and algorithm
steps described in connection with the disclosure herein may
be implemented as electronic hardware, computer software,
or combinations of both. To clearly illustrate this interchange-
ability of hardware and software, various illustrative compo-
nents, blocks, modules, circuits, and steps have been
described above generally in terms of their functionality.
Whether such functionality is implemented as hardware or
software depends upon the particular application and design
constraints imposed on the overall system. Skilled artisans
may implement the described functionality in varying ways
for each particular application, but such implementation deci-
sions should not be interpreted as causing a departure from
the scope of the present disclosure.

The various illustrative logical blocks, modules, and cir-
cuits described in connection with the disclosure herein may
be implemented or performed with a general-purpose proces-
sor, a digital signal processor (DSP), an application specific
integrated circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate array
(FPGA) or other programmable logic device, discrete gate or
transistor logic, discrete hardware components, or any com-
bination thereof designed to perform the functions described
herein. A general-purpose processor may be a microproces-
sor, but in the alternative, the processor may be any conven-
tional processor, controller, microcontroller, or state
machine. A processor may also be implemented as a combi-
nation of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a DSP
and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors, one or
more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core, or any
other such configuration.

The steps of amethod or algorithm described in connection
with the disclosure herein may be embodied directly in hard-
ware, in a software module executed by a processor, or in a
combination of the two. A software module may reside in
RAM memory, flash memory, ROM memory, EPROM
memory, EEPROM memory, registers, hard disk, a remov-
able disk, a CD-ROM, or any other form of storage medium
known in the art. An exemplary storage medium is coupled to
the processor such that the processor can read information
from, and write information to, the storage medium. In the
alternative, the storage medium may be integral to the pro-
cessor. The processor and the storage medium may reside in
an ASIC. The ASIC may reside in a user terminal. In the
alternative, the processor and the storage medium may reside
as discrete components in a user terminal.

In one or more exemplary designs, the functions described
may be implemented in hardware, software, firmware, or any
combination thereof. If implemented in software, the func-
tions may be stored on or transmitted over as one or more
instructions or code on a computer-readable medium. Com-
puter-readable media includes both computer storage media
and communication media including any medium that facili-
tates transfer of a computer program from one place to
another. A storage media may be any available media that can
be accessed by a general purpose or special purpose com-
puter. By way of example, and not limitation, such computer-
readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-
ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or
other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium that can
be used to carry or store desired program code means in the
form of instructions or data structures and that can be
accessed by a general-purpose or special-purpose computer,
or a general-purpose or special-purpose processor. Also, any
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connection is properly termed a computer-readable medium.
For example, if the software is transmitted from a website,
server, or other remote source using a coaxial cable, fiber
optic cable, twisted pair, digital subscriber line (DSL), or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and microwave,
then the coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted pair, DSL, or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and microwave
are included in the definition of medium. Disk and disc, as
used herein, includes compact disc (CD), laser disc, optical
disc, digital versatile disc (DVD), floppy disk and blu-ray disc
where disks usually reproduce data magnetically, while discs
reproduce data optically with lasers. Combinations of the
above should also be included within the scope of computer-
readable media.

The previous description of the disclosure is provided to
enable any person skilled in the art to make or use the disclo-
sure. Various modifications to the disclosure will be readily
apparent to those skilled in the art, and the generic principles
defined herein may be applied to other variations without
departing from the scope of the disclosure. Thus, the disclo-
sure is not intended to be limited to the examples and designs
described herein but is to be accorded the widest scope con-
sistent with the principles and novel features disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a first circuit configured to receive a first input signal com-
prising noise and to provide a first output signal com-
prising a first version of the noise;

a feedback circuit having an input coupled to an input of the
first circuit and configured to receive the first input sig-
nal independent of the first circuit and provide a feed-
back signal; and

a second circuit configured to receive a second input signal
and the feedback signal and to provide a second output
signal comprising a second version of the noise used to
attenuate the first version of the noise.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first circuit com-
prises an inductor coupled to a switcher, and wherein the first
input signal comprises switcher noise from the switcher.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second circuit
comprises an amplifier.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the feedback circuit
comprises a digital-to-analog converter (DAC).

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first circuit has a
first transfer function and the second circuit has a second
transfer function, and wherein the feedback circuit has a third
transfer function determined based on the first and second
transfer functions.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the feedback circuit
implements a transfer function comprising a constant term, or
an integrating term, or both.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first circuit com-
prises an inductor and the second circuit comprises an ampli-
fier, and wherein the feedback circuit has a gain determined
based on at least one of a unity gain bandwidth of the ampli-
fier, an inductance of the inductor, or an impedance of a load
applied with the first and second output signals.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

a summer configured to subtract the feedback signal from
the second input signal and provide a third input signal to
the second circuit.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

a summer configured to sum the first and second output
signals and provide a third output signal to a load,
wherein the second version of the noise attenuates the
first version of the noise at the load.
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10. An apparatus comprising:

a switcher configured to provide a switcher output signal
comprising switcher noise;

a coupling circuit configured to receive the switcher output
signal and provide a first output signal to a load, the first
output signal comprising a first version of the switcher
noise;

afeedback circuithaving an input coupled to an input of the
coupling circuit and configured to receive the switcher
output signal independent of the coupling circuit and
provide a feedback signal; and

an envelope amplifier configured to receive an envelope
signal and the feedback signal and provide a second
output signal to the load, the second output signal com-
prising a second version of the switcher noise used to
attenuate the first version of the switcher noise at the
load.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the feedback circuit

comprises a digital-to-analog converter (DAC).

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the DAC comprises
a steering current source residing within the envelope ampli-
fier.

13. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the first output
signal comprises direct current (DC) and low frequency com-
ponents of a supply voltage for the load, and wherein the
second output signal comprises higher frequency compo-
nents of the supply voltage for the load.

14. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the load comprises
a power amplifier configured to amplify an input radio fre-
quency (RF) signal and provide an output RF signal, and
wherein the envelope signal is determined based on an enve-
lope of the input RF signal.

15. A method comprising:

applying a first input signal comprising noise to a first
circuit to obtain a first output signal comprising a first
version of the noise;

applying the first input signal independent of the first cir-
cuit to a feedback circuit having an input coupled to an
input of the first circuit to obtain a feedback signal; and

applying a second input signal and the feedback signal to a
second circuit to obtain a second output signal compris-
ing a second version of the noise used to attenuate the
first version of the noise.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the first and second
output signals are provided to a load, and wherein the second
version of the noise attenuates the first version of the noise at
the load.

17. The method of claim 15, further comprising:

generating the first input signal with a switcher, wherein
the first input signal comprises switcher noise from the
switcher.

18. The method of claim 15, wherein the applying the first
input signal to the first circuit comprises passing the first input
signal through the first circuit comprising an inductor to
obtain the first output signal.

19. The method of claim 15, wherein the applying the first
input signal to the feedback circuit comprises providing the
first input signal to a digital-to-analog converter (DAC) to
obtain the feedback signal.
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20. The method of claim 15, wherein the applying the
second input signal and the feedback signal to the second
circuit comprises amplifying the second input signal and the
feedback signal with the second circuit comprising an ampli-
fier to obtain the second output signal.

21. The method of claim 15, wherein the first circuit has a
first transfer function and the second circuit has a second
transfer function, and wherein the feedback circuit has a third
transfer function determined based on the first and second
transfer functions.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein the first version of the
noise is generated by applying the first input signal to the first
circuit having the first transfer function, and wherein the
second version of the noise is generated by applying the first
input signal to a series combination of the feedback circuit
having the third transfer function and the second circuit hav-
ing the second transfer function.

23. An apparatus comprising:

means for processing a first input signal comprising noise
and providing a first output signal comprising a first
version of the noise;

means for processing the first input signal independent of
the means for providing the first output signal and pro-
viding a feedback signal; and

means for processing a second input signal and the feed-
back signal and providing a second output signal com-
prising a second version of the noise used to attenuate
the first version of the noise.

24. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the first and second
output signals are provided to a load, and wherein the second
version of the noise attenuates the first version of the noise at
the load.

25. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the means for
processing the first input signal and providing the first output
signal implements a first transfer function, wherein the means
for processing the second input signal and the feedback signal
implements a second transfer function, and wherein the
means for processing the first input signal and providing the
feedback signal implements a third transfer function deter-
mined based on the first and second transfer functions.

26. A computer program product comprising:
a non-transitory computer-readable medium comprising:

code for causing at least one computer to direct processing
of a first input signal comprising noise to obtain a first
output signal comprising a first version of the noise,

code for causing the at least one computer to direct pro-
cessing of the first input signal independent of the direct
processing to obtain the first output signal to obtain a
feedback signal, and

code for causing the at least one computer to direct pro-
cessing of a second input signal and the feedback signal
to obtain a second output signal comprising a second
version of the noise used to attenuate the first version of
the noise.



